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EXPLORATIONS AROUND OUR SCHOOL 
 

     
     M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R I N C I P A L

Dear Quest Families,

We are wrapping up the year and continue to be in full swing of instruction up till the last day of 
school. The 20-21 calendar was adjusted, in August, with June 3rd being the updated last day of 
school. The 20-21 calendar can be accessed HERE.

The 21-22 Brevard Public Schools Calendar can be accessed HERE. The first day of school is on August 
10th for 1st - 6th grade and August 13th for Kindergarten. VPK will begin on August 17th.

The district has released preliminary information regarding the upcoming school year. The items that 
relate to elementary schools are listed below.

- We will be fully brick and mortar and not providing the synchronized eLearning platform
- Students who wish to have virtual options may do so through Brevard Virtual School
- We are anticipating a full return to all activities with relevant safety precautions based on prevailing COVID 

conditions at that time
- The mask mandate as it pertains to next school year is currently being discussed.  More information will be 

provided once it is available

With the current restrictions in place, we will adjust our end of the year activities to ensure we continue to honor and 
celebrate our 6th graders as they move on to Middle School. On June 2nd, from 2-3 pm, we will be hosting a 6th Grade 
drive thru award ceremony. This is like last years. Parents may decorate their cars or golf carts as they drive their child 
through the front loop. The teachers will pass out the awards to each child and each child will receive a yard sign for their 
home, from our PTO, to celebrate their transition to middle school. This will allow us to celebrate with you and your 
families, as well as include both our brick and mortar and eLearning students. 

Our eLearning families will have two required dates to drop off materials at the end of the school year. The first date is 
May 28th, which all t ext books and m ost  m at er ials w il l  be ret urned t o t he t eacher . The final day will be on June 3rd, 
where lapt ops or  any ot her  last  week it em s m ay be dropped of f  t o t he t eacher . Both drop off days will be from 2-3 
pm. 

The last week of school, May 31st - June 3rd have some time changes. May 31st is a holiday, Memorial Day, and there will 
be no school. June 1st - June 3rd are Early Release Days, with dismissal at 1:15. Please mark your calendars.

Please refer to our weekly communication, Quest?s Weekly Happenings, for updates on times. As always, you are welcome 
to call the front office with any questions.

Thank you for another amazing school year!

Ms. Christine Boyd

https://fl02201431.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/FL02201431/Centricity/Domain/4/2020-2021%20District%20Calendar.pdf
https://fl02201431.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/FL02201431/Centricity/Domain/4/2021-2022%20Final.pdf


May 4 - 5, - Reading FSA for 4th, 5th, and 6th Grades

May 11 - 12 - Math FSA for 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th Grades

May 18 - 19 - Science (SSA) for 5th Grade

May 28 - eLearning Textbook and material return day, 2 - 3 pm

May 31 -Memorial Day. Holiday for all

June 1st , 2nd, & 3rd -  Early Release Dismissal 1:15PM

June 2 - 6th Grade Drive-Thru Award Ceremony 2 - 3 pm

June 3 -  Report  Cards posted on FOCUS 

June 3 - Laptop and other last  minute eLearning drop-off 2 - 3pm

June 3 - All medicat ion in clinic must  be picked up by 3:00PM

June 3 - Last  day of shool 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Students who take a break from learning all summer not only miss out on new information and 
skills, they can lose up to three months' worth of reading and math skills from the previous year 
(also known as the summer slide). In order to help our students at Quest, we are including ideas 
from Parent Magazine to keep students learning all summer long.

Ask your  children t o creat e t heir  own board gam es. Let them choose something they enjoy (i.e. 
dogs, cooking, Disney, soccer, etc.), and challenge them to design a board game around their 
passion.

Plan "surpr ise advent ures."Think outside the typical tourist spots for these family field trips. Look for 
Revolutionary, Civil War re-enactments, or battlefields to explore. Other engaging activities include factory tours, 
Renaissance festivals, historic home tours, jazz concerts, ethnic festivals, botanical gardens, county fairs, living 
history farms, planetariums, animal sanctuaries, historic battlefields, lighthouses, and working ranches.

Teach your  children how t o play chess. Don't know how? Learn together! A simple Google search will turn up 
some great starting points. Once your children master the basics, sign them up for a chess club.

Tap int o t he power  of  m usic. Challenge children to rewrite the lyrics to some of their favorite songs, create a funny 
rap about their favorite TV show, or ask them to put on their "advertising hats" and create a 30-second jingle to 
market their favorite toy, book, snack, or hobby.

Let  children play w it h t angram s. These traditional Chinese puzzles consisting of seven shapes helps build spatial 
and geometry skills. For a child-friendly introduction to tangrams, read Grandfather Tang's Story by Ann Tompert or 
Three Pigs, One Wolf, Seven Magic Shapesby Grace Maccarone.

Teach w it h m ovies! After watching a movie together, go beyond "Did you like the movie?" and talk about the 
movie's themes, such as respect, friendship, or kindness. Ask your children why they think the characters chose a 
certain action or what the characters could have done differently for a better outcome. Challenge them to come up 
with an alternate ending.

Got  budding ar t ist s in t he house? Ask them to redesign the cover of their favorite book or DVD. They can 
experiment with a variety of new images, color, words, and layout using simple art supplies or digital tools.

Go let t er  boxing or  geocaching. These outdoor treasure hunts require litt le more than a simple compass or a 
GPS-enabled device. Participants hide small, weatherproof containers for others to find in publicly-accessible places 
(such as trails, parks and gardens), and post clues online. "Finders" go online, choose a destination, and use the 
clues or GPS coordinates to go on a real-world treasure hunt.

Declare a week ly "Kids in t he Kit chen"  day. Get children baking cookies and have them double the recipe to help 
brush up on math skills. Invite them to read through your cookbook, find a recipe, and write a grocery list of 
ingredients. As they shop with you, help them compare prices, look at price-per-unit, and calculate coupon savings. 
At home, prepare the meal together as they read, measure and follow directions.

AP HIGHLIGHT  - BY  TAUNA PHILLIPS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



Ways we 

LITERACY COACH CORNER - JULIE KOSTKA

As the year comes to a close, there are many successes to celebrate. In a challenging year, iReady 
was a familiar diagnostic that helped ensure students? progress in Reading and Math. For 
Kindergarteners, it was a new experience that they tackled with grit and tenacity.  They will be ready 
to show what they know when they arrive in First grade! New this year were Standards Mastery 
assessments within iReady Reading. With only a few questions, it tested a student?s understanding 
to the depth of which it is written. Students made goals, tracked weekly progress, and were focused 
when it came to test time. 
Quest?s iReady results 

show outstanding growth in Stretch and 
Typical goals for Reading and Math. 
Celebrations well-deserved for students 
who excelled in these assessments!

Literacy Week, Book Swap Carts, and 
school-wide rewards honored their love 
for reading, learning, and achieving goals. 
To keep up the momentum, please be on 
the lookout for Summer Reading 
Challenges and ways to keep up Reading 
and Math skills during the summer.

iReady School-wide Reward ? students 
who reached their Stretch and Typical 
goals put stickers on our poster. We had a 
l lam a fun this year!

Get  children reading. Use comic books, magazines, graphic novels, joke books, recipes, game instructions, movie 
reviews, poems, restaurant menus, product descriptions, sports statistics, and song lyrics.

Encourage building for  bot h boys and gir ls Don't toss those blocks once your toddlers reach school age. Even 
older children benefit from the process of building a structure because it involves motor skills, creativity, hand-eye 
coordination, critical thinking, math skills, problem-solving, and spatial awareness. On the product-oriented side, 
choose from Legos, CitiBlocs, Magna-Tiles, K'NEX, Tinkertoys, Erector sets, gears, and marble mazes. On the 
use-what-you've-got-at-home side, repurpose cardboard boxes, cardboard spools (from paper towels, bathroom 
tissue and gift wrap), toothpicks, craft sticks, and PVC pipe.

https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev073.shtml

http://www.therecoveringtraditionalist.com/summer-math-activities-for-elementary-students/

https://www.thoughtco.com/elementary-summer-school-activities-2081434

http://www.massliteracy.org/how-to-prevent-summer-learning-loss-in-elementary-school-students/

By sneaking education into fun activities, you'll keep your children "accidentally" learning all summer long!

AP HIGHLIGHT  - BY  TAUNA PHILLIPS, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  
CONTINUED

https://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/profdev073.shtml
http://www.therecoveringtraditionalist.com/summer-math-activities-for-elementary-students/
https://www.thoughtco.com/elementary-summer-school-activities-2081434
http://www.massliteracy.org/how-to-prevent-summer-learning-loss-in-elementary-school-students/


MEDIA

* * The new Sunshine State book list 
for the 2021-2021 school year will be 
released on April 30th.  Students can 
find these books at the public library, 

Quest library, or any bookstore.  They will also be 
available at our first Scholastic book fair in 
September.

* * 5th grade students applying to be part of the QTV 
crew need to submit their applications by Friday, 
May 14th.

* * Look for summer reading information later in 
May.  Students will have access to thousands of 
books on the SORA app. The theme is Reading is 
Out of this World!

* * All student library books need to be returned to 

ACTIVITIES' AVENUE 

ART

We've had a great time this year in the Art 
Room! We've learned about the Elements of 
Art, Line, Shape, Form, Color, Value, and 
Texture and how we can use those elements 
to create exciting artwork.  We've created 
self-portraits, landscapes, drawn and painted 

animals and mixed colors, learned about shadows and how 
to create bubble letters, graffit i style and a variety of 
animals found in nature. Through it all we were working 
with the elements of art to solidify the students 
understanding and grasp of those concepts and working on 
refining our craftsmanship over time and trying to improve 
as personal artists. I urge you to find ways to make art over 
the summer, can you find things in your yard to create 
environmental art? Can you create a family portrait outside 
of your home with sidewalk chalk? 

Explore and have fun and remember everyone is an artist!

MUSIC

We have been having lots of fun in music 
this year despite restrictions.

Kindergar t en/1st  grade have been 
using their music kits to learn about and practice steady beat 
and rhythm.  Each day we start with a warm up which 
includes moving to the beat of the music.  We started looking 
at basic music notation for quarter notes and eighth notes as 
we practice tapping out the rhythm to some simple songs.  

2nd and 3rd grades have been recently studying and 
comparing the music and composers from the Classical and 
Baroque Periods and doing several ?Move Its? to composers 
such as Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn, and Vivaldi as well as a 
number of other more modern composers.  They have also 
been doing some more detailed units on instruments of the 
orchestra and can name the instrument, it?s family, and how 
it produces sound for all of the instruments in the orchestra.  

4t h-6t h grades have been experiencing performing on 
instruments during their ?Enrichment Fridays?.  Each class 
studied a particular performance genre.  Fourth grade has 
been working on World Drumming from West Africa.  Fifth 
grade has been working on learning the basics plus some 
3-pitch songs on the violin.  Sixth grade has been having fun 
learning about the ukulele, some of its most popular 
performers, and learning to play 2 and 3-chord songs.

We look forward to next year and more music opportunities 
including singing!  It?s been a challenging but productive 
year in the music room.

P.E.

Students in grades 3-6 set fitness 
goals for themselves at the beginning 
of the school year. They worked hard 
all year rotating through fitness 

stations and participating in a variety of fitness 
challenges which focused on upper body strength, 
muscular endurance, cardiovascular endurance, 
balance, and speed and agility.

Rather than focusing on pass or fail, students worked 
hard to improve their personal scores and earn their 
way into the Gold, Silver, or Bronze categories.

Students in grades K-2 have had fun practicing basic 
skills such as locomotor movements, dance, throwing, 
catching, kicking, rolling, dodging, striking, and putting 
these skills into various games. They also focused 
health concepts such as nutrition, heart health, and 
the importance of daily exercise.

All students in PE had the opportunity to participate 
in the Boosterthon Fun Run earlier this year helping 
to raise money for our school, and the 17th annual 
Kid?s Heart Challenge, which helped raise over 
$16,000.00 for the American Heart Association.

Thank you so much to our Quest families for all your 
support with PE this year!

Wishing you a summer full of fun and fitness!

Coach Nestor



COUNSELOR'S CORNER 

Did you know that  you can recycle ink cart r idges? 

GEMS has a collect ion box in the lobby near the front  doors where 
you can drop off your empty ink cart r idges. 

Sorry they cannot  take toner cart r idges. 

Hello Quest families and Explorers!

Everyone stop what you are doing and pat yourself on the back. You made it 
through one of the most challenging years in history!

Decades from now you will be telling kids about the "Great Pandemic of 2020", 
and how you were at Quest Elementary with your favorite teachers and staff.

The Counseling department has continued with small groups and lunch bunches 
as much as possible as the year comes to a close. Thank you to Parents, students, 
teachers and admin for supporting the counselors. Everyone has worked very 
hard, and I know we have learned so much!

As Quest 's enrollment changes, so will the size of our counseling department. 
Next year, I will be at a different school.  So sadly, I must say goodbye and thank you. Ms. Jean will continue to be 
your Counselor at Quest.

It has been a pleasure being your school counselor over the last three years. I enjoyed getting to know you and I 
have made so many friends. I will miss you more than you can imagine.

You are a great group of students, parents and teachers, and I know you will be successful next year and beyond.
Thank you for letting me be your School Counselor!  Goodbye.  Ms. Jo-Ann Rosemont

This year has been such a wonderful experience. I am so happy to be back at Quest. Getting to know all of your 
children and meeting many of  their families has been a joy. Even though 
this year has been unconventional and many of our meetings have been 
over the computer screens or telephones, the spirit and caring of the 
Quest community has shone through. I am so excited to continue to work 
with you and your wonderful and amazing children next school year. 
Thank you for welcoming me back into the Quest family. Have a great 
summer! Ms. Aimee Jean

If  you need anyt hing, please cont act  us.  

Aim ee K. Jean (Last  nam es M-Z)
Jean.Aimee@brevardschools.org

Jo-Ann Rosem ont  (Last  nam es A-L)
Rosemont.Jo-ann@brevardschools.org



IN THE SPOTLIGHT  - 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR
QTV

The Show Must Go on!  

Mrs. Lori Kessel who has orchestrated 
QTV, our morning News Program, was 
able to continue airing this program 
virtually with both Brick & Mortar and 
eLearning students this year.  We are 
so glad during these times that our 
students did not miss out on this 
opportunity. 

Despite the pandemic the Fun Run 
was a huge success for Quest 
Elementary.  Both eLearners and 
Brick & Mortar students participated 
and social distancing protocol was 
implemented.  Thank you to all of our 
families for supporting Quest!

Quest Kids Care!  

G.E.M.S Student  
donating to the shelter 
for Canine Commandos

Crazy Sock Day

Teachers have fun too! 



  

REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR

You can register your child for the 2021-2022 School Year by clicking the link below.  If 
you have not submitted the registration paperwork for your student to return to Quest 
next year, please do so as soon as possible.

https://www.brevardschools.org/domain/7488

CLINIC MEDICATION PICK-UP

If your child has medication in the Quest clinic, including Epi pens, it must be picked up by June 3rd at 3:00 PM.  
All medication not picked up by this time will be disposed of through the Department of Health.  Please call with 
any questions. 321-242-1411 x48810

ESE TIDBIT BY ADRIENNE RAY

Brevard Public Schools honors and celebrates the diversity that is found in the minds of our students, parents and 
staff. These differences call us to assess individuals? strengths and use them to overcome challenges. It is our goal 
that all of our students will learn to maximize their strengths and become successful self-advocates for their own 
learning. As we move forward, all BPS stakeholders should use this resource to help them meet the needs of our 
students with dyslexia and other learning differences.

The toolkit is designed to be a ?living document? where updated research and resources will be added on an 
ongoing basis. The Accessibility Toolkit supports the district?s Top 5 Priorities in the areas of Early Literacy, College 
and Career Readiness and Social Emotional Support for all Students.

Click below for toolkit:

https://sites.google.com/share.brevardschools.org/dyslexia-toolkit/home

We wish all of our families a safe, healthy, and fun summer break.  We will miss you all.

https://sites.google.com/share.brevardschools.org/dyslexia-toolkit/home


 Ways we Com m unicat e

Instagram @QuestExplorers
Twitter @QuestExplorers

Facebook @QuestElementarySchool
https:/ / www.brevardschools.org/ QuestES

 Quest  for Literacy TECH  TALK 

 Please contact your child's teacher with any TECH questions.  If your teacher is unable to assist 
you, they will forward your concerns to the Quest IT contact.

 Current jobs with BPS are available on the districts website  

https:// iss.brevard.k12.fl.us/JOBLST.pgm

JOBS WITH BPS 

FortifyFL app allows any student, educator, parent or member of the public to report school safety 
concerns directly to law enforcement and school administrators anonymously and easily through the 
FortifyFL app or www.getfortifyfl.com. The Florida Legislature directed this tool?s development in the 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Act.

Click here to view flyer

FORTIFYFL 

FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH

Although meals are free for all students through the end of the school year, it is important that interested 
families apply for Free and Reduced priced meal benefits for the 2020-21 school year if they have not done 
so already.  Students with an approved application may be eligible for other benefits beyond free and 
reduced priced meals. Free and Reduced Price Meal Applications may be completed online at  
https://www.brevardschools.org/page/3473

6t h GRADERS

Florida State Law requires that all students receive Tdap immunization booster BEFORE entering into 7th grade.  
Proof must be provided with registration to Middle School.  Because this immunization is not required for 
elementary students, it is NOT part of your child's school health records. 

https://www.brevardschools.org/QuestES
https://iss.brevard.k12.fl.us/JOBLST.pgm
http://www.getfortifyfl.com
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/17723
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/17723
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/17723
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/17723
https://www.brevardschools.org/Page/17723
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